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September 11, 1963 



NSC REFERRAL NOT REQUIRED 


President Kennedy 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear President Kennedy: 

We have always been ardent supporters of your foreign and 
domestic policies; however, we find ourselves quite distressed 
over the American Government's current position in South 
Vietnam. Also the recent disclosures about the alleged 
continuation of aid to the Special Forces by the C.I.A. 
disturbs us. 

Why should we financially supnort a regime against the 
thp m » U o 1S i S ™ h f n . thls said regime is not representative of 
+ u e °5^ e k u t is as dictatorial, autocratic, and repressive 
S® Communists of North Vietnam and China? m one 
?! a e " h f you have condemned the Nhus and Diem and what they 
for a ” d ln the next breath admit that we will not Y 
withdraw aid. The matter of saving face in nsia where saving 
face is so important to the Orientals is a fine sentiment g 

is not fhumiliat ternpered / ith a realistic approach which' 
not a humiliating one for the United States Government. 

It is true that we have no better solution to offer simniv 

Si a r 5 ^:: 

?.v, o „r.TO*^s d r humiilated * «» 

Two articles in the September 9 edition of the "New York 
Times" are of interest. One states that the Suited spates 

f“f“p 1 1 -tic? ea irone n rep a o??i„ g ai ?he 0 pfy 0 ments r 1rc'l £“* 

tUeTSinSri^ic^ol^f^r^esfSt 

at IS confusing to read these two conflicting ti^te * 
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To add to our confusion, the 10 S#»tember edition of the 
"New York Times" reports an interview you had on a news 
program in which you stated a different philosophy. 

In summary, we feel that: 

a. The United States Government should not support a 
repressive regime. 

b. Since conflicting statements by you on consecutive 
days is confusing to us, it must be confusing to 
others, including foreign governments. We feel 

that quiet diplomacy is better than indecisive statements 
aired in public. 




Sincerely yours 



Dr. and Mrs. Philip Himmelfarb 
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